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RISMARKS OF THY PRESIDENT

L0 THE FPINAL SESSION OF THE C.ILA.'S
BEIGHTH TRAINING ORIENTATION COURSE TFOR
REPRESENTATIVES OF VARIOU5S GOVERMMENT
AGENCIES.

DEPARTMEITT OF AGRICULTURE (fUDITORIUM
WASHINGTON, D, C. '

WOVEMBER 21, 1952

12.27 p.i., e.s.b.

Thank you very nuch. I am appreciative of tho privilege
‘that General Smith has offered me, to come over here and nake a feow
remarks to thls organizatvion. I am, navurally, very much lnterested
in it.

When I became Presideunt -- 1f you don't mind me rominilscing

& little bit -~ there was no concembtration of irnformction for the
benefit of the President. Rach department and cuch orgonizaticn

had its own informetion service, and that information service was
walled off from every other servicé in such a manner that vhenever

it wes necessary for the President to have information, he had to
send to two or three departments to get it, and then he would have

to have soncbody do a little digging to get 1t.

The affairs of the Presidential 0ffice, so far as infor-
notion was concerncd, were in such shape that it was necessary for
ne, when I took over the Office, to read a stack of documents that
high, and it tool me three months to get caught up.

Only two people around the White House rcally lnew whet
wvas going on in the military alfairs department, and they were
fidmiral Leshy and Admiral Brown., I would’talk to them overy
morning and try to get all the informetion I could. And finally
one morning T had o conversation with Admirsl Leahy, and suggested
to hinm that there should be & Central Intelligence Agency, for the
benefit of the vhole govermment ae well as for the benefit of the
President, so he could be informed.

And. the Admiral and T procecded to try to work out a
program. It has worked very successfully. W. have an intelligence
information service now that I think is not inferior to any in
the world. ’

We have the C.ntrel Intelligence Agency, and all the intel-
ligence information agencies in all the rest of the departments of
the government, coordinated by that Contral Intelligence Agency.

This agency puts the information of vital importance to the Presi-
dent in his hands. He hes to knov what is golng on cverywhere at
home and abroad, so that he can intelligently make the decisions
that are necessary to keep the government running.

I don't think anyone realizes the irmensity of the prob-
lens that face o President of the United States.

It was my privilege a fev deys ago to brief the Gonerol
who is going to take over the Office on the 20th day of Jenuery,
and hce was rather appalled at all thot the President needs to know
in order to reach decisions -- cven domestic decisions.

I must know exactly what is implied by vwhat he dous.
The President mokes a decision cvery day that can affect anywherc
from 100 million to a billion and a half pcople. It is a tremen-
dous responsibility.

And I don't think many of you realize the position in which
this great country is, in this day and age.

W are at the top, and the leader of the frec world --
something that we dld not anticinate, something that we Aid not want,
but something that has been forced on us. It is & responsibility
whiich we should have assumed in 1920, We did not assume it then.

Ve have to assume 1t now, becouse 1t has agein been thrust on us.
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Tt is our duty, under Heaven, to continue that leadership in the
manner that will prevent a third world war -- which would mean the
end of civilization. The weapons of destruction have become so
powerful and so terridble that we can't even think of another all-
out war, It would then bring into the war not only the fighting
men -- the people who are trained as Tighters -- but the whole
¢ivilian population of every country involved would be more thor-
oughly cxposed to death and destruction than would the men at the
front.,

That is what we have to think about carefully. You arc
the organization, you are the intelligence arm that keeps the
Executive informed so he can make decisions that always will be in
the public interest for his own country, hoping always that it will
save the free world from involvement with the totalitarian countries
in an all-out war -~ a terrible thing to contemplate.

Those of you who are deep in the Central Intelligence
Ageney know what goes on around the world -- know vhat is ncecessary
for the President to knov every morning. I am briefcd every day on
all the world, on everything that takes place from one end of .the
world to the other, all the way around -- by both the poles and the
other way. It is necessary that you make that contribution for the
welfare and benefit of your govermment.

I came over here to tell you how appreeiative I am of the
gservice which I received as the Chicef Executive of the greatest
Wation in the history of the world. You may not know it, but the
Presidential Office is thoe most powerful Office that has cver
cxisted in the history of this great world of ours. Genghis Khan,
Augustus Caesar, great Napoleon Bonaparte, or Louis Fourtcenth --
or any other of the great leaders and executives of the world --
can't cven compare with what the President of the United States
himself is responsible for, when he makes a decision, It is an
Office that is without parallel in the history of the world.

That is the principal reason why I am so anxious that
it be a continuing proposition, and that the successor to me, and
the successor to him, can carry on as if no elcction had ever
taken place.

That is the prospect that we are faced with nov. "I am
giving this President ~- this new President -- more informetion
than any other President cver had when he went into Office.

You gentlcmen -- and ladies -~ are contributing to that
ability of mine to be able to do that. I am extremely thankful
to you. I think 1t is good that some of you have found out Just
cxactly what a tremendous organization Intelligence has to be in
this day and age. You can't run the government without it.

Keep up the good work. And vhen my successor takes over,
I want you to give him just the same loyal scervice that you have
given me, and then the country will go forward as it should.

Thank you very much.
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